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Agency: Department of Natural Resources

Agency Management/Administrative Support Services

Government Administration and Support

The Department of Natural Resources manages the trust lands given to Washington when it became a state in 1889.  The Department also regulates 
forest practices, mining, and fire protection on 12 million acres of private and state-owned land.  The Department is directed by the Commissioner of 
Public Lands, an elected state official.  Agency management and administration provide the services needed in direct support of the Department’s 
operating and capital programs.  These services include six operating units: Executive Management; Financial Management; Employee Services; 
Information Management; Facilities; and Region Administration.  These units serve division and regional staff within the agency, trust beneficiaries, 
executive and legislative decision makers, and other governments.

$14,604,264 $41,014,636 255.6$55,618,900

Purpose:

Statewide Category:

Activity / Function:

Forest Fire Protection and Suppression

Natural Resources and Environmental Management

The Department of Natural Resources provides fire protection and suppression on approximately 12 million acres of private and state-owned forest 
land in Washington.  This activity includes protecting air quality by regulating burning; improving forest health; maintaining a well-trained and 
equipped initial attack firefighting force to minimize losses from wildfires; and providing assistance and leadership to local fire protection 
organizations.

$28,720,861 $20,625,852 232.5$49,346,713

Purpose:

Statewide Category:

Activity / Function:

Forest Practices

Natural Resources and Environmental Management

The Forest Practices Board is composed of state and local officials and representatives of the public who are responsible for adopting rules to protect 
Washington's forests by providing standards for forest practices.  The Department implements, administers and enforces these rules, which apply to 
approximately 12 million acres of state-owned and private forest lands.

$16,682,575 $3,271,405 151.9$19,953,980

Purpose:

Statewide Category:

Activity / Function:
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Agency: Department of Natural Resources

Geology and Earth Resources

Natural Resources and Environmental Management

The Geology and Earth Resources program conducts geologic investigations and compiles geologic mapping information.  This activity provides 
information to decision-makers in the private sector and all levels of government on the state's geology, mineral and energy resources and geologic 
hazards.  Local governments and other agencies use this information in planning.  The Department also enforces laws regulating surface mining, 
metals mining, and exploratory drilling and production.

$2,817,113 $2,315,150 37.6$5,132,263

Purpose:

Statewide Category:

Activity / Function:

Landowner Assistance

Natural Resources and Environmental Management

The Department of Natural Resources provides technical assistance for managing timber, fish, wildlife and other forest resources to public and 
private landowners, landowner assistance organizations, other government agencies, and the public.  Technical assistance includes information on 
management practices and regulations and laws.  By encouraging landowners to manage their forest lands, this activity protects the long-term 
productivity and health of Washington's forests.

$917,000 $2,536,600 22.4$3,453,600

Purpose:

Statewide Category:

Activity / Function:

Natural Heritage Resource Protection

Natural Resources and Environmental Management

The Department of Natural Resources maintains a statewide inventory of natural plant communities, wetland and aquatic ecosystems, and rare plant 
species in order to identify the state's significant natural heritage resources.  This information is used by state, local and federal agencies for 
protection strategies, by land managers as an early indication of the existence of important resources, by landowners to learn about important features 
of their land and to request voluntary protection of natural  resources, and for recommendations for inclusion of sites in the Natural Area Preserve 
and Natural Resource Conservation Area system.  This approach encourages the development and implementation of conservation strategies that 
preserve Washington's diverse natural resources.

$855,438 $547,867 11.0$1,403,305

Purpose:

Statewide Category:

Activity / Function:

Natural Resource Training and Work Projects

Natural Resources and Environmental Management

The Department of Natural Resources employs labor crews to accomplish work projects on state and private lands while providing training 
opportunities to young adults and inmates through the Washington Conservation Corps and the Correction Camps.

$3,875,600 $4,859,000 71.9$8,734,600

Purpose:

Statewide Category:

Activity / Function:
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Agency: Department of Natural Resources

Public Land Survey and Resource Mapping

Natural Resources and Environmental Management

Mapping activities provide a system for preserving information on common land boundaries in cooperation with state agencies, counties, 
municipalities and others.  Information on survey points and land boundaries, provided by the Public Land Survey unit, is used by landowners, land 
surveyors, county auditors, engineers, federal and state agencies, public utilities and title companies.  The Department of Natural Resource's 
Resource Mapping Unit supplies a range of geographic products and services, including aerial photography, cartographic and photogrammatic 
services, and photo lab services.  Resource Mapping also produces maps for sale to the public.

$178,400 $5,004,112 32.4$5,182,512

Purpose:

Statewide Category:

Activity / Function:

Public Use of State Lands

Natural Resources and Environmental Management

The Department of Natural Resources promotes public recreation opportunities by planning, constructing and maintaining recreation sites, trails and 
facilities in areas where recreation is consistent with the Department's mandate of managing land for trust beneficiaries.  The 134 recreation sites are 
used by campers, camping groups, horseback riders, off-road vehicle enthusiasts, and mountain bicyclists.  The Department develops new facilities, 
maintains 417 miles of recreational trails, and repairs trails and facilities damaged due to vandalism and misuse.

$1,212,100 $3,641,900 32.2$4,854,000

Purpose:

Statewide Category:

Activity / Function:

Road Engineering on State Lands

Natural Resources and Environmental Management

Road engineering staff of the Department of Natural Resources design and construct forest roads and bridges to assist timber harvesting, forest 
management, recreation, and firefighting access, while meeting environmental and safety standards.

$0 $19,574,400 33.7$19,574,400

Purpose:

Statewide Category:

Activity / Function:

Special Lands Management

Natural Resources and Environmental Management

The Department of Natural Resources creates and manages Natural Area Preserves and Natural Resources Conservation Areas in order to preserve 
and protect rare ecosystems, special species, and threatened/sensitive plants and animals.  The Department also promotes opportunities for research, 
education and low-impact recreational use.  Effective management helps ensure that sites are not damaged from inadequate protection and 
inappropriate public use.

$2,047,400 $604,500 16.3$2,651,900

Purpose:

Statewide Category:

Activity / Function:
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Agency: Department of Natural Resources

Trust Land Management

Natural Resources and Environmental Management

Under the State Constitution, the Department of Natural Resources is responsible for managing state trust lands for designated public beneficiaries.  
These lands are held in trust for the benefit of public schools, universities, counties, prisons and charitable institutions, capitol buildings and the 
public.  For example, timber revenues from Common School Trust Lands are used to pay for the construction and renovation of primary and 
secondary schools.  The state has a legal obligation to maintain these trusts for present and future generations.  The Department generates revenue for 
the trusts, protects the resources, conducts appropriate silvicultural harvesting, maintains a continuous supply of forest products, protects aquatic 
lands and resources, provides GIS data to assist in trust land management, and implements an asset planning and management program to address 
economic, social and ecological objectives.

$2,137,311 $111,509,389 650.2$113,646,700

Purpose:

Statewide Category:

Activity / Function:

Total Reported: 12
$74,048,062 $215,504,811 $289,552,873 1,547.7TOTALS


